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Next Stated Communication
Tyler, Texas

Friday, January 20, 2012
Hospitality Room at Holiday Inn 
Express. Dutch treat dinner at a 

nearby restaurant.

Saturday, January 21, 2012
10 a.m Tyler Lodge No 1233 
hosts the January quarterly 

meeting.
Noon luncheon followed by

presentation of papers. 
See back cover for details.

Continued on Page 3.

At Odessa quarterly meeting

     Texas, New Mexico Research Lodges meet 

Above: New Full Member Col. Andrew Jackson McVeigh III, center, and wife Er-
valyn, are joined by other TLR members who are also members of the National 
Sojourners. Col. McVeigh is Past National President of the group.

 It was quite a journey for many 
TLR members, but the September 
quarterly meeting in Odessa was 
well worth the trip.  
 TLR Full Member Brother Roy 
Harrell Jr. was the man of the 
hour Friday afternoon when he 
arrived at the hospitality room 
with two huge cheese and veggie 
trays. He later made a run to the 
store to quench Past Master Doug 
Collins’ thirst for his favorite diet 
drink, Sprite One
 The well appointed hospital-
ity suite was provided without 
cost to the lodge and refreshment 
costs  were covered by a generous 
donation of funds by the Odessa 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. 
The bureau also provided com-
plimentary bus transportation to 
the evening’s entertainment, the 
play Pericles by William Shake-
speare.

 In anticipation of a lengthy re-
turn trip home, Saturday’s meet-
ing started an hour earlier in 
order to get the business of the 
lodge conducted. Worshipful Mas-
ter Howe completed the normal 
business in record time turning 

the balance of the proceedings to 
the presentation of papers. 
 First up was Col. Andrew J. 
McVeigh III, USA (Ret.) with his 
paper titled “Texas Masons Who 
Have Served as General Officers 
in the Confederate States Army, 
Part One, Brigadier General 
James Edward Harrison, A case 
Study in Initiative and Tenac-
ity.” Col. McVeigh, a long-time 
member of TLR, is Past National 
President of National Sojourners, 
Inc., the Masonic organization for 
military senior NCO, officers and 
honorary members. 

Dr. Jay Scott Williams
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By Merlen Howe

  Message from  the Master

Merlen Howe

 The season is filled with 
celebrations as families and 
friends gather to enjoy festive 
occasions.   Masonic meetings 
take on a certain atmosphere 
in our fellowship and breaking 
bread.
 When with family, friends, 
and other community folk In 
this time of many festivities 
and holy services take care 
to exhibit  those virtues 
taught in our fraternity. 
These are great opportunities 
to demonstrate the moral 
rectitude expected of all 
Masons.  Our practice out 
of the lodge of those values 
taught in it reflects who we 
are as Masons. Our behavior, 
opinions and positions on 
issues demonstrate our effort 
to subdue wild passions and 
circumscribe inappropriate 
thoughts and actions.
 Doing so will attract high 
quality men as to our fraternity 
because of what they see in 
us.  Their family members 
might even encourage them 
to look into Freemasonry!
 After this wholesome 
tidbit of wisdom, let the light 
of TLR shine in upcoming 
opportunities in Masonry.
 The Annual Communication 
of The Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Texas is one of the 
major events where many of 
us will gather.  I encourage 
you to wear your TLR apron. 
If you don’t have a TLR apron, 
get busy and research a topic 
of interest to you so your 
work can be presented to the 
members.  While at Grand 
Lodge, talk up TLR and carry 
an application or two for 
brethren who desire to join 

our research lodge.
 Before the January 21st 
Tyler meeting, in the Friday 
a f t e r noon  and  even ing 
hospitality room, in the 
Holiday Inn, our Secretary 
will have a pictorial display 
about TLR.  Bring your 
pictures on a memory stick, 
a DVD, or printed to share.  
Plenty of conversation starters 
are expected.  Plenty of 
nourishment will be provided 
by our Stewards.  
 When we attend our home 
lodges, periodic presentations 
about TLR are good for the 
members and for us.  Find 
some interesting subject and 
with the permission of the 
Worshipful Master present it to 
the membership.  Talk about 
an issue of Transactions.  
Suggest the lodge become an 
Associate of TLR and they 
will receive a copy of our 
publications.  Represent our 
lodge and our purposes.
 May you experience the 
presence of the Supreme 
Architect.     - Merlen Howe
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Odessa meeting
Continued from Page 1.
 Native Texan, but Albuquer-
que resident and member of the 
New Mexico Lodge of Research 
Dr. Jay Scott Williams present-
ed his intriguing paper titled 
“Ate Jini ‘It Was Said’” which 
drew parallels between Navajo 
traditions and those found in 
Freemasonry. Bro. Williams has 
submitted an application for 
membership in TLR.
 Paper presentations wrapped 
up just before noon and a fine 
West Texas barbecue meal was 
served up by the Brethren of 
H.A. McFarland Lodge No. 1388 
and their ladies. 

 Thanks to the generosity of 
Ginny’s Printing, Inc. of Aus-
tin, the printed version of the 
Occasional Bulletin will con-
tinue for the foreseeable fu-
ture. Despite the fact that the 
magazine costs more to print 
than we have in the budget, 
the printer has elected to con-
tinue the deep discount that 

we and the York Rite maga-
zine, Through the Veils, have 
enjoyed. 
 We look forward to con-
tinuing the great working rela-
tionship we have with account 
representative Bob Doherty 
and his talented staff.

- Jim Dougherty, PM, Editor

Occasional Bulletin
print version given
last minute reprieve

 Brethren: Every Texas lodge 
has a history. Has your lodge’s 
history been written yet?
 Every day that passes we 
see older members pass away 
and their knowledge, memories 
and history are lost forever ... 
unless someone - you, maybe 
- took the time and trouble 
to interview these members 
and write their reminiscences 
down.
 What’s holding you back on 
this project? Is it a lack of being 
able to organize the material?
 Well BROTHER, TLR has 
just what you need and it’s just 
as timely today as it was when 
it was first presented three 
decades ago by Herb Arbuckle 
in Transactions Vol. XIV.

 What advice would you give 
a Brother who intends writing 
a history of his lodge?
 First and foremost, history 
should be interesting reading. A 
Masonic Lodge’s history should 
never be a mere transcription 

of minutes; it should be vibrant 
and living, as were the people 
who made it. John E. Kelly’s 
history of Bluebonnet Lodge, 
Behold How Good, and Frank 
Tamsett’s of Kelly Lodge, 
The Good Tree, are excellent 
examples.
 Remember the five Ws: who, 
what, when, where and why. 
WHO organized the lodge; were 
the charter members; the balls 
of fire who kept things going 
through lean times and good; 
the outstanding members; 
became G.L. officers; held 
local, state or national office? 
WHAT was the reason the 

Lodge histories needed before they are lost
lodge was organized; had it 
become outstanding; how is 
it doing today? WHEN were 
the Dispensation and Charter 
documents granted; was it 
honored by Grand Lodge; did 
it hold unusually important 
meetings? WHERE was it 
organized, its first permanent 
home and subsequent moves 
throughout the years? Use 
photographs. WHY was the 
lodge named as it was; were the 
stated communications dates 
selected; does it do some things 
different from other lodges?
 The basic  out l ine for 
writing a history of your lodge 
includes:
 Organization   
 Charter Members
 Dispensation and Charter
 Location(s)
 Finances
 Important Occasions
 Outstanding Members
 Accomplishments
 Contemporary History
 Keep Current
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Odessa snapshots Photos by Jim Dougherty

Past Master Doug Collins was a happy camper as he fi-
nally got his beverage of choice in the hospitality room.

Left photo: Past Master, Transactions Editor and Editorial Committee-
man Ray Bronk expounds on paper preparation and the next volume. 
Above: FMR Mike Wiggins waits in line for an outstanding barbecue 
lunch served by members of H.A.McFarland Lodge and their ladies.

Mrs. Ervalyn McVeigh adjusts the belt on husband Andrew’s new Full Member apron much to the 
amusement of Worshipful Master Howe. 
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The iconic MCM Grande Hotel jackalope welcomed 
TLR members and guests. You could tell he was  
right at home with his big belt buckle!

Worshipful Master Merlen Howe, Senior Warden Jim McCrae (left) and Junior Warden Reese L. Harrison 
Jr., PGM, (right) greet New Mexico Lodge of Research member Jay Scott Williams, who delivered a pa-
per on Navajo traditions and how many of those traditions are similar to those of Freemasonry.

Mrs. Ervalyn McVeigh adjusts the belt on husband Andrew’s new Full Member apron much to the 
amusement of Worshipful Master Howe. 
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Form and Style Manual available on website

 Texas Lodge of Research’s Form and Style Manu-
al is available to authors at the lodge website: www.
texaslodgeofresearch.org for downloading.  
 The Editorial Committee and Senior Warden 
stress that authors who follow the very user-friendly 
manual will have fewer corrections to make. Mem-
bers of the committee often hold mini-forums for 
prospective authors at our quarterly meetings.

Bro. Rudyard Kipling’s Masonic 
travels outlined in new book

A review by
Herbert C. Arbuckle III

Jaffa, Richard, Man and Mason 
- Rudyard Kipling ISBN: 978-
1 4567-8134-7 © 2011. 257p. 
plus xx.

 Author Richard Jaffa, 
a 40-year Mason, has in 
his book Man and Mason 
- Rudyard Kipling, stated 
that his thesis is to show 
and analyze the impact of 
Masonry upon Kipling’s 
writings.
 He fulfils his thesis in 
what proves to be “the 
first serious attempt to 
address ... the Masonic 
and literary implications 
of Kipling’s abiding inter-
est in Freemasonry.” Bro. 
Kipling’s love of the Craft, 
beginning when he was 
twenty years old, perme-
ated his writings for the 
ensuing half century.
 Brother Kipling’s ver-
satility is expounded 
upon and praised. He 
wrote something for ev-
eryone” poems, novels, 
speeches, history and of 
course the adorable chil-
dren’s books. What Ma-
son could ever forget The Man 
Who Would Be King?
  Born in Bombay, India on 
30 December 1865, Rudyard 
Kipling sandwiched into the 70-
plus years of his life ere he died 
on 18 January 1936 a remark-
able life and career. At age six he 
and his sister Trix were left to 
the mercies of some Southsea, 
England folk, that they be edu-
cated. Little Rudyard had very 
poor eyesight and got no spec-

tacles until 1874, when at nine 
years of age he finally learned to 
read! Imagine the whole world 
that was now open to him.
 His career really started when 
he returned to India at the age of 
20 and he began work as a jour-

nalist on an Indian newspaper. 
Then he began to write stories 
still beloved today, culminating 
in his becoming a Nobel Laure-
ate.
 Brother author Jaffa has told 
Brother Kipling’s story well. He 
has thoroughly discussed Free-
masonry in Colonial India and 
gave Brother Kipling’s Masonic 
career and connections clearly 
and conclusively.
 The early stories, Kim, and 

the poetry, Masonic and 
otherwise, follow in more 
or less chronological or-
der. Next comes a dis-
cussion of Masonic refer-
ences in Brother Kipling’s 
other works.
 One of Brother Ki-
pling’s joys that we as 
Texans and Masons can 
share is that of the sheer 
variety of people of all rac-
es who come our way. He 
believed, as all Masons 
do, in meeting upon the 
level and parting upon 
the square.
 Brother Kipling 
was made a Mason by 
dispensation in Lodge of 
Hope and Perseverance 
No. 782 E.C. The special 
dispensation was neces-
sary because he was just 
over twenty years of age! 
The lodge’s minutes show 
him initiated on 5 April 
1886.
 Continued on next page.



It’s that time again: dues 
statements go out soon
By Jim Dougherty, PM, Secretary and 
Occasional Bulletin Editor
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Call for Papers
 Senior Warden Jim McCrae  
is sending out a request to those 
who are working on research pa-
pers, or “thinking about” start-
ing one, to submit it as soon as 
possible. At present the backlog 
is low and papers are needed for 
future meetings.
 The process is simple: Submit 
the document as both a print ver-
sion and with a CD copy. These 
should be mailed to the Secretary 
at the address on the back of this 
magazine. Please include name, 
address, telephone number and 
e-mail address. The Secretary 
will acknowledge the paper’s ar-
rival by e-mail. He forwards the 
paper copy to the Senior Warden, 
who distributes it to the Editorial 
Committee.
 First time authors should try 
to attend one of the informal fo-
rums held by the committee at 
quarterly TLR meetings.
 Papers are vetted by commit-
tee members and returned to the 
author for appropriate changes.  

 The old adage about “death 
and taxes” may be known by the 
general population, but for Ma-
sons, the term “dues” are added 
to those definite “certainties.”
 Yes, it’s that time again for the 
annual mailing of dues notices. 
Several years ago it was decided 
by the leadership to follow sev-
eral Masonic organizations that 
mail out the preprinted dues card 
with the request for payment and 
the card becomes valid when pay-
ment is received. It’s the “Honor 
System” for TLR membership. 
And, it saves the lodge additional 
printing and postage.
 One way to avoid annual dues 
is to consider a one-time payment 
of $500.00 for an Endowed Mem-
bership. Endowed Membership 
investments are again returning 
much needed funds to the lodge 
on an annual basis.
 TLR has been dedicated to giv-
ing lodge members the most for 
their money, while trying to keep 
dues as reasonable as possible. 
For the most part, this goal has 
been achieved. As announced 
elsewhere in this issue, we have 
been able to come to a very fa-
vorable agreement with Ginny’s 
Printing, Inc. in Austin to contin-
ue their production of this maga-
zine at the same low cost we have 
previously received.
 The lodge web site (www.tex-
aslodgeofresearch.org) is up and 
running again thanks to web-
master Bro. Brad Billings and 
professional web designer Cindy 
Collum. We now have a new web 
host and expect reliable service 
for years to come. The web site 
has many new “bells and whis-
tles” and we solicit suggestions 
on how it can be made better.
 We wish you all a wonderful 

Man and Mason - Rudyard Kipling
is available from:

AuthorHouse UK, Ltd.
500 Avebury Blvd.

Central Milton Keynes, MK9 2BE 
or www. authorhouse.co.uk

Upcoming meetings
March 23-24, 2012
FREDERICKSBURG. Details on 
back page.

June 15-16, 2012 DALLAS. 
Adolphus Hotel - 1321 Com-
merce St. (214) 742-8200 - Rate 
$89, plus tax. Meeting: 10 a.m. 
Trinity Valley Lodge No. 1048 - 
500 S. Harwood. Noon: reception, 
luncheon, Anson Jones Lecture 
at Texas Scottish Rite Childrens 
Hospital. Brad Billings is coordi-
nator (214) 382-4759.

September 14-15, 2012 WACO. 
Hotel to be determined. Meeting: 
10 a.m. Waco Lodge No. 92 at 
4324 Cobb Drive. Luncheon and 
paper presentation(s) site to be 
determined. Ed Brown is coordi-
nator (254) 751-7047.

January 18-19, 2013
CORPUS CHRISTI. Holiday Inn 
Emerald Beach - 1102 S. Shore-
line Dr. (361) 883-5731. Oso Na-
val Lodge No. 1282 3215 Reid 
Dr. Luncheon and paper(s) at the 
lodge. Chef Wolfgang Bushang in 
the kitchen. Brad McNulty is co-
ordinator (843) 425-3781.

March 15-16, 2013
SAN ANTONIO. Hotel to be de-
termined. Meeting: 10 a.m. Alamo 
Lodge No. 44 (tentative) 308 Av-
enue E (Scottish Rite Cathedral). 
Installation of officers, luncheon 
and presentation of paper(s), ven-
ue to be determined. R.W. Reese 
L. Harrison Jr. is coordinator. 

holiday season and look forward 
to another busy year for Texas 
Lodge of Research.  

Kipling,
continued from previous page.

 Why he wanted to become a 
Mason is not now known - so 
search your own heart, Brother, 
and there find the answer.
 A Mason should be known by 
his work. This book will show 
that Brother Kipling’s work was 
good and square work, just such 
work is needed for the Temple.
 Read it; you’ll like it.
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 The January 21, 2012 quarterly meeting of Tex-
as Lodge of Research will be hosted by Tyler Lodge 
No. 1233. The lodge is located at 1329 E. 5th St. in 
Tyler.
 Lodge will be opened at 10:00 a.m., preceded by  
a light breakfast beginning at 9 a.m.
 For those members arriving on Friday, the Hos-
pitality Room will open at the hotel by 4 p.m. Dutch 
treat supper at a nearby restaurant will follow. 
 Hotel accommodations are available through 
the Holiday Inn Express. Contact is via the Web at 
www.hietyler.com, or by phone at (888) 465-4329. 
The group name is Texas Lodge of Research. Room 
rates are $99.00, plus tax. Please make your reser-
vations by January 1, 2012.
 Bro. Pete Martinez is local coordinator.

At Tyler Lodge No. 1233 then Fredericksburg in March

    Important information on upcoming meetings

ADDRESSES, PLEASE!
Brethren: It is very important that we update 
both our “snail mail” and e-mail addresses for 
all members. Dues cards will be going out later 
this year with the request that members make 
any corrections necessary to keep our records 
up to date. Also, there is a space for an e-mail 

address. Please take the time to give us your 
e-mail address and know that it will not be 
shared with any other organization or sold for 
solicitations.
 Your cooperation is appreciated.  

 Due to Spring Break and St. Patrick’s Day falling 
on our usual quarterly meeting weekend, Worship-
ful Master Howe has designated Saturday, March 
24, 2012 for the quarterly meeting, election and 
installation of officers. TLR Senior Warden Jim Mc-
Crae, whose lodge, Fredericksburg No. 794, located 
at 809 S. Adams St., is hosting our meeting. Fred-
ericksburg Inn & Suites at 201 S. Washington will 
be our hotel. Contact them at (830) 997-0202 our 
rate is $129, plus tax. 
 The Hospitality Room will open by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day at the hotel. The Saturday meeting will begin 
at 10 a.m. at the lodge. Luncheon, installation and 
paper(s) will be at the hotel.
 Fredericksburg is a true “destination city” with 
unlimited shopping opportunities, Hill Country 
wineries for tastings and the Museum of the Pacific 
War to tour. The hotel is expected to allow multi-
night stays at the Texas Lodge of Research rate.
 Local coordinator is lodge Secretary Mike Stark 
at (830) 456-3532.

Fredericksburg meeting scheduled 
for fourth Saturday in March


